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First, a bit about me

• BM in Music Education from UWSP, taught in Wisconsin Rapids ‘09-’13
• Started with UWSMPH in 2014, joined WARM February ’22

– WARM = Wisconsin Academy for Rural Medicine
• Completed training “TeachOnline@UW” summer 2020

– Facilitation & Management; Plan & Design
• No disclosures



Presentation Summary – Session Objectives

Describe how a non-traditional use of a LMS (Learning Management 
System) tool (Canvas) can be utilized to develop opportunities for 
students and staff

Describe one way to facilitate virtual conversations (my favorite way 
to engage both introverts and extroverts)

Explore new alumni engagement plans via BrightCrowd
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WARM Canvas Home Page, pt. 1
Minimize tabs

Streamline Communications

Utilize Calendar

Introduce purpose

Isolate main links



WARM Canvas Home Page, pt. 2

Informal Photos

Differentiate links

Group Specific 
Links



Developing clinical opportunities for Medical Students pt. 1

Utilize Custom Google Maps



Developing clinical opportunities for Medical Students pt. 2

Offer information in multiple 
formats



Using Alumni for inspiration

Help students 
envision their path



WARM Alumni – Where are they now?

Custom Google 
Maps for the 
win!

Same info, 
multiple 
formats



Utilizing Discussion Boards, pt. 1

“Dumb 
Questions”

Create Community

Utilize this tool

Engage Coordinators

Provide Options



Utilizing Discussion Boards, pt. 2

Welcome to TikTok
Generation

Break down barriers



Supplemental Curricular Activities

Student InputBe

Flexible



Provide Opportunities for Self-directed learning

Compile relevant journals

Connect w/internal resources



Connecting w/Community Partners



Allow space for feedback

Utilize Student Leadership

Encourage direct feedback
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Not just passive engagement

• It’s important for coordinators to be involved in group discussions with 
students

• Team teaching – each speaks to their strengths
– Coordinators can be disarming for student discussions
– Helps to develop skills that are marketable for promotions
– Coordinators can speak to non-medical topics, personal life experiences

• Facilitating Online Discussions – Utilize Whiteboard tool



Virtual Whiteboard discussion
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Connecting Alumni to develop opportunities

• BrightCrowd – “new” tool designed to connect alumni
• “BrightCrowd digital books are used by all of the Ivy+ schools, over 

90% of the top 25 schools and the majority of the top 100 schools. We 
serve undergrads, as well as business, law, medical, and prep 
schools.”



BrightCrowd Intro, pt. 1



BrightCrowd Intro, pt. 2



Customizable Home Page



BrightCrowd Homepage Continued



Profile Preview



In Summary:

your LMS easy to navigateMake

Provide multiple ways to engage (extroverts and introverts), 
and absorb information (visual vs. text)Provide

Involve all levels of staff and alumniInvolve



Thank you for coming!
Feel free to contact me with questions:

Kenny MacMillan – kmacmillan@wisc.edu
WARM, Assistant Director

mailto:kmacmillan@wisc.edu
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